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The Little Rock Accelerated Learning Center (ACC) was established in 1998 to
provide effective education alternatives for at-risk students in need of a flexible,
non-traditional learning environment to obtain a high school diploma or GED.

Individuals, ages 18–21 in the Little Rock area, have an opportunity to apply for
admission to the Center and must undergo a formal interview with ACC
representatives. Through this selection process, the ACC identifies and admits
those applicants who demonstrate a strong commitment to diploma
attainment.

“The Accelerated Learning Center was designed to offer students another option
to complete their high school studies and graduate. We have relied on PLATO
Learning’s software since our inception to serve the unique learning needs of all
of our students,” said Cassandra Norman, principal for the Accelerated Learning
Center. “Different students have different learning styles and different needs
when it comes to graduation. Some need just a few credits, while others need
complete instruction in a specific subject.”

After 10 years, the ACC instructional approach remains much the same—a
blend of online curriculum in core subject areas provided by PLATO Learning,
in combination with highly qualified teaching professionals in the classroom to
assist and guide students to program completion.

Program goals
Prior to launching the ACC, the Little Rock School District lacked a focused
approach to dropout prevention and was losing hundreds of thousands of
dollars in per-pupil state and federal funds because there was no alternative
learning program to keep at-risk students in school.

Establishing the Little Rock ACC provided an alternative for at-risk students, but
administrators struggled to match Arkansas education standards with the
program’s curriculum. In response, the ACC sought a supplemental curriculum
solution that would address and match the following criteria:

� Comprehensive coverage of Arkansas education standards
� An online standards browser to help quickly identify specific state

and national standards
� Easy integration with the ACC program to assist teachers with

instruction and assessment
� Timely feedback that informs teachers what essential skills students

do and do not yet know

Little Rock Accelerated Learning
Center Celebrates 10th Year
School Graduates Nearly
1,000 Students Using PLATO Learning

CUSTOMER:
Little Rock School District
ACCelerated Learning Center
Little Rock,Arkansas

STUDENT POPULATION:
� Little Rock School District

Enrollment: 26,757 (as of 2008)

� Little Rock ACC: Up to 380

students per year

� Using PLATO® instructional

content and PLATO® Test Packs

with Prescriptions delivered via

the PLATO Learning Environment™

to decrease dropout rates and offer

students an online alternative to

complete their high school diploma

CONTACT:

Cassandra Norman
High School Principal
501.447.1350
Cassandra.Norman@lrsd.org

“In the past three years, I

have seen more than 100

students graduate high

school each year that

wouldn’t have otherwise

had the opportunity

without PLATO Learning.

Many students have told me

they’ve learned more

through our program than

they have anywhere else.”

– CASSANDRA NORMAN,
HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL,

LITTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT
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learning,” Ms. Norman said. “We also needed an in-
house approach to dropout prevention that kept
students in the district to finish their studies. It was
essential that our program’s content was aligned to
state standards to allow our teachers to focus less on
correlation and more on student progress.”

Evaluating Vendors
After a competitive bid process and thorough
evaluation of alternative providers, Little Rock School
District selected PLATO Learning’s online solution
with integrated standards, instruction, and benchmark
assessment. Aiding in the decision was the ACC’s
ability to see first-hand the long-term effectiveness of
the PLATO® instructional and assessment products.

The online nature of the PLATO Learning solution
allows teachers to maintain more comprehensive
student records that show strengths, areas of growth,
opportunities for improvement, and recommendations
to fill specific learning gaps.

“PLATO Learning is all we’ve ever wanted to use,” Ms.
Norman said. “They’ve transitioned us from a stand-
alone platform to a high-tech, subscription-based
model that affords us support and access to the
student information we need—but which previously
went unnoticed—that benefits us in the long run.
Choosing PLATO Learning as our standards-based
curriculum provider was a no-brainer.”

Implementation
Licensed on a subscription basis, the PLATO Learning
Environment™ (PLE™) combines 21st-century
technology with PLATO Learning’s award-winning
instructional content, assessment, and standards-
management within a single, unified, online interface.
This dynamic medium now allows the Little Rock
ACC to integrate all aspects of the educational process
with ease.

The Little Rock ACC implemented PLE across grades
9–12 to provide students with the most up-to-date
core subject instruction, as well as basic career and
workplace readiness content. The ACC also began
utilizing PLATO® Test Packs with Prescriptions on PLE
to monitor progress against standards, diagnose
individual skill gaps, and prescribe targeted,
individualized instruction for every learner.

Results
Since its inception, the Little Rock ACC has graduated
nearly 1,000 students using PLATO Learning solutions.
And with the upgrade to PLE, they have been able to
keep up with a dramatic increase in student demand—
enrolling as many as 380 students at any given time.

The ACC can now provide standards-based course
content, measure its effectiveness based on student
performance, and make “on the fly” adjustments to
meet benchmark requirements for a specific student or
whole groups of students. Simultaneously, teachers
now have the ability to engage their learners more
effectively, while providing students the opportunity
to take personal ownership over their progress towards
program completion.

“Working with PLATO Learning has been a true
collaborative effort to raise the achievement level of
our students,” Ms. Norman said. “PLATO Learning has
provided Little Rock ACC with ample success that
continues to progress each and every day.”

Cassandra Norman adds, “In the past three years, I have
seen more than 100 students graduate high school each
year that wouldn’t have otherwise had the opportunity
without PLATO Learning. Many students have told me
they’ve learned more through our program than they
have anywhere else. PLATO Learning is directly
responsible for these students obtaining high school
diplomas and extending their educations.”

Going Forward
The Little Rock Accelerated Learning Center plans to
continue increasing student and institutional success
by focusing on improving graduation rates,
attendance, and literacy.

“It is critical for students to have the opportunity to
move on to the next level,” Norman said. “With our
program in place, I see many more young, talented
individuals moving on to an extended education.”

For more information
Contact 800.44.PLATO and visit www.plato.com
to learn more about PLATO® online learning solutions.
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